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PURPOSE AND SCOPE

To establish departmental procedures to assure compliance with the May 22, 1992,
revision of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Order 5180.1D concerning
catastrophes, road closures, and other significant events, and to provide implementation
procedures for that policy.   The Department shall comply with the revised FHWA Order
5180.1D.

DISTRIBUTION
 
All holders of the Procedures Manual, all departmental Highway Maintenance Foreman,
the Department of Public Safety, and Local Governments having jurisdiction over state
highways.

PROCEDURE

A. FHWA Order 5180.1D (December 24, 1990) requires information on certain
types of events occurring on the Federal-Aid highway system (as of July 1, 1991,
ISTEA defined all public roads in Alaska as Federal-Aid routes) to be reported to
FHWA.  FHWA, on May 22, 1992, issued a revision to this Order which requires
that reports also be provided for any incident in which more than 10 vehicles are
involved, regardless of the number of fatalities, injuries, and the length of time the
highway is closed.  Both FHWA documents are included as an attachment
(Attachment B) to this Procedure.  The situations addressed in both FHWA
documents shall be immediately reported orally to Public Safety (and the
appropriate local law enforcement authority), and then to the department contact
person as soon as the condition has been assessed.  The completed "Alert
Bulletin" form may be transmitted by fax machine or, if more practical, immediate
notification may be provided by phone contact.

B. Events to be reported include:

1. Any incident that causes a highway closure of more than 24 hours,



except for those construction/maintenance closures where the public has
been appropriately notified in advance;

2. Highway accidents involving the deaths of five or more persons;

3. Any incident that causes major damage to highway facilities;

4. All bridge failures or closures;

5. Any incident in which 10 or more vehicles are involved regardless of the
number of fatalities, injuries, or the length of time the highway is closed;

6. Any accident involving a school bus which results in fatalities and/or
disabling injuries; and

7. Accidents/incidents causing multiple fatalities, numerous injuries or
significant property damage resulting from fire, explosion, or the release of
hazardous materials which necessitates the evacuation of the immediate
area, and the closing of roads, streets, or highways.

C. The designated department contact person is the State Traffic Engineer in
Juneau:

Bruce Freitag, State Traffic Engineer
Engineering and Operations Standards Division
Office 465-6963/Home 586-1845       Office Fax:  (907) 465-2460
Text Telephone:  (907) 465-3652

Alternate:

Loren Rasmussen, Chief, Design and Construction Standards
Engineering and Operations Standards Division
Office 465-2960/Home 789-9724

D. The State Traffic Engineer will provide notification to the Commissioner and
the FHWA Emergency Coordinator if the event has occurred on the Federal-Aid
system.

E. The FHWA Emergency Coordinator is:

Stephen P. Boch, Alaska Division Structural Engineer
Work 586-7544/Home 790-2297(Juneau)/Fax 586-7420

F. The essential required reporting information consists of:

1. Route name and location of event;

2. Date and time of closure (estimated if exact is unknown);

3. Probable opening time;

4. Pertinent closure details that would be necessary if public
announcement is required;



5. Other parties/agencies involved and/or notified;

6. Alternate routes that can be used (if available);

7. Number and type of vehicles damaged by event (the event shall be
noted as a "chain reaction incident" if it is a highway accident involving
more than 10 vehicles).

G. The next working day following the closure the Regional Maintenance and
Operations Director shall transmit a brief written report, using the format shown in
Attachment A of this procedure, to the State Traffic Engineer.

H. The State Traffic Engineer shall assure that the Alaska Department of Public
Safety, appropriate news media, and other appropriate governmental units have
been informed as necessary after notification that the event has occurred.


















